PARISH COMMUNITY

LIVING THE GOSPEL. ..
~IN FAITH
~IN WORSHIP
~IN SERVICE

||

December 22 & 23, 2018

From the desk of the Pastor

My Dear Parish Family, as we make our final
preparation for the celebration of Christmas, I
encourage you to take a moment to spiritually
open your mind, heart and soul in a greater way,
to deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ our
Savior. The hustle and bustle of these days can
eclipse what we are celebrating. Rather than be-
coming more loving, we can become more frus-
trated, angry and concerned that our Christmas
plans are not working as we desire. As we cele-
brate God’s gift of perfect love, may we imitate
His love in forgiveness, works of charity and gen-
uine desire to serve the needs of others.

I would like to make you aware of some ma-
jor changes that will be coming to St. Gregory
the Great Church. As you recall, the “Upon this
Rock Campaign” was intended to utilize our
parish’s 35% share of the donations to renovate
our church. On Monday, January 14, the church
renovation will begin.

The church building will close from January 14
until Palm Sunday. All Masses and Church ser-
vices will be held in the Ministry Center at their
normal scheduled times. There are no _changes
to Mass times or schedule during this renova-
tion. It is more efficient and quicker to complete
the work if the contractors have full access to the
building. I apologize for any inconvenience now
and for any caused during this project.
(Continued on Page 2)

WEATHER-RELATED PARISH SCHEDULE
Please note that if the school is closed due to inclement
weather and the faculty and students do not report, the Par-
ish Offices are not immediately closed. It will be up to the
discretion of the Pastor if the Parish will close and all activi-
ties will be cancelled (including Adoration). Please check
TV/radio listings for activity cancellation.

Christmas Mass Obligations

Monday, December 24, Daily Mass
Monday, December 24, 7:00 & 8:00 am

To fulfill your Christmas obligation there will be
Masses on:
Monday, December 24, at 4:00pm in the Church,
4:05pm in the School Gym, and
4:10pm in the Ministry Center Gym
6:00pm in the Church
11:30 pm Prelude Music Program before
12:00 Midnight Mass in Church

Tuesday, December 25, at 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00 am,
& 12:30 pm

* There is no 4:30 pm Mass on Christmas day *

There will be one daily Mass on Wednesday, December
26, at 8:00am. All Parish Offices will be closed from
Monday at noon, December 24, through Wednesday,
December 26. The Parish Office will reopen at 8:30am
on Thursday, December 27.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
THE HoLYy MOTHER OF GobD

(NoTt A HoLy DAY OF OBLIGATION)

MASS SCHEDULE, DAILY MASS
Monday, December 31, 7:00 & 8:00 am & 12:00 noon
New Year’s Vigil Masses
Monday, December 31, 4:00 & 5:30 pm
New Year’s Day, Tuesday, January 1, at 8:00 & 10:00am

The Catholic Store and Café will be open through
Sunday 12/23/2018.

Both will be closed from Monday 12/24/18 through
1/1/2019 — reopening on Wednesday 1/2/2019.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Obedience to God’s will

Reading I Micah 5:1-4a (restoration through the Mes-
siah)

Reading I1 Hebrews 10:5-10 (the second covenant)

Gospel Luke 1:39-45 (the visit to Elizabeth)

Key Passage Elizabeth said, “Blessed is she who be-

lieved that there would be a fulfillment of

what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
(Luke 1:45)

Adult: When was it hardest for you to trust in God’s plan
for you, as Mary did? What can help you at such
times?

Child: When is it hardest for you to obey a parent or teach-
er? What can help you obey with more trust?

skkosk

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon. Dec. 17: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17
Tues. Dec. 18: Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25
Wed. Dec. 19: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25
Thurs. Dec. 20: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38
Fri. Dec. 21: Song of Songs 2:8-14; Luke 1:39-45
Sat. Dec. 22: 1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56
Sun. Dec. 23: Micah 5:1-4a (12C); Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke
1:39-45
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VOCATION VIEW

Today we hear that Jesus’ coming into our world and all of
the love He poured out for us, through much sacrifice, was
done in obedience to the Father’s will. Remember that it
may be God’s will that you be a priest, or a religious sister
or brother. If so, will you follow Jesus’ example of faithful-
ness? If God is calling you to a Church vocation, call Fr.
Andrew Lauricella at 716-847-5535. You can also check out
the “Priest of the Month” stories on our website —
www.buffalovocations.org!

CHRISTMAS DECORATION
MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Donations are used by the Art and Environment Committee
to purchase flowers to decorate the Church for Christmas.
Memorials will be acknowledged in the Bulletin. Please
return to the Parish Office.

PLEASE PRINT:
Donor’s Name:

Address:

Phone:
Memorial donation in memory of:

NAME:
AMOUNT:

(From the desk of Continued from Page 1)

Some may question why we are doing this
work when our Sunday collections have de-
clined as reported in last weekend’s Bulletin?
The answer is simple: the payment for this
work is from the “Upon this Rock” campaign.
As people have honored their pledge payments,
we have received our disbursements, and the
funds raised from “Upon this Rock” must be
spent as proposed during the campaign. Thank
you to all who contributed and to all who are
continuing to honor their pledge.

Finally, some may question, why are we
doing this now with all of the unrest in the
Church over the recent scandal in the Diocese?
Simply, while the Diocese is addressing the
matters of the scandal, the work of the Church
must continue. We are doing needed capital
repairs. With much of this work, the longer we
wait to begin will result in the condition of our
church being even more weakened. It has
been 20 years since anything really has been
done to our church’s general condition. Weekly
I get complaints about broken kneelers and
pews. Twenty years for a coat of paint in a
building used as much as our church is a pretty
good lifespan.

I am confident that when this project is com-
pleted you will see and be very proud of the fi-
nal result. Just as you take pride in a renova-
tion project in your home (a new kitchen or
bath or a remodeled basement or addition to
the house), we hope you will take pride in the
renovation project of our home; our church
home.

On behalf of Fathers Tom, Paul and Thomas
and on behalf of Deacons Michael and Paul and
Sister Shawn and our entire Staff at St. Greg’s,
I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! Please know of our daily prayers for you
and our entire parish family. May God bless,
you always!

Living Nativity

Rejoice! Rejoice! Join St. Gregory’s on Wednesday, De-
cember 26, from 7:00 - 9:00pm, and Thursday, December
27, from 7:00 - 9:00 pm, to continue the celebration of
Christ’s birth with a walk-through Living Nativity. This
will feature live animals, a children’s choir of angels, and
much more. Guests will meet in the Parish Gathering
Room, where they will walk through various scenes depict-
ing the journey to Bethlehem. All are welcome to join us
for this special event which focuses on the holiness of the
season.




Matthew 25:37:

Then the righteous will answer Him and say LORD,

when did we see you hungry and feed you ...

When you collected and made up baskets of food for
St. Vincent DePaul’s Thanksgiving.

When you joined us in prayer for persons needing help.

Or, thirsty and give you drink . . .
When you shared your food abundantly with the St. Vincent de Paul
Thanksgiving Food Collection.

When did we see you a stranger and welcome you . . .
When you made welcome cards for new babies and welcome cards for
the New Parishioners Orientation.
When you shared over 1500 gifts this Christmas with persons whose faces you will
never see from Holy Cross, Strengthening Families Program, Bissonette House, St.
John Kanty, St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy, Response to Love Center and area group
homes.
When you made hundreds of Rosaries and donated them to other children
and parishes so that they, too, can pray for an increase in priesthood vocations.
When you made Rosaries for Our Lady of Black Rock School.
When you helped us provide school supplies to Response to Love Center
All Roads Leafis to Bethlehem: Scenes i\l;fll?eg;guLs?l(gezf;lrzgl;; gecl;(e Sitc;rl:l);) tvith the Franciscan Center

from the Christmas Pageant held on . ’

December 15 in the School Gym. SS. Columba & Brigid and TRY House.

...and naked and clothe you . . .

When you made 44 blankets for Harvest House and the Child Advocacy Center!
When you contributed hundreds of toiletry items for the Franciscan Center,
Response to Love Center, School 33 and needy persons in parishes in the city.
When you gave hundreds of pairs of mittens, socks and hats for needy children in
the city at the Seneca Babcock Center and Our Lady of Black Rock School.

When you generously gave gift cards to share with all of those in need.

When you shared clothing and hundreds of presents with children at Public School
33, Seneca Babcock Community Center, SS Columba & Brigid, Jericho Road Family
Ministries, TRY House and here at St. Gregory’s.

When you made over 100 tie-dyed tee shirts for the children of Our Lady of
Black Rock Vacation Bible School.

When you gave First Communion and Sunday best clothing for children at Our Lady of Black Rock Parish.

When did we see you ill and visit you or, in prison and visit you . . .
When you shared toys and gifts with children at the WNY Children’s Psychiatric Center.
When you sent so many cards and Christmas gifts to retired priests and religious.
When you made and sent hundreds of cards with get-well wishes to the sick and
elderly parishioners in nursing homes and retired priests and nuns.

When you gave hundreds of gifts for children of families affected by violence
and incarceration at Bissonette House, H.O.P.E., Peaceprints and Cephus.
When you made placemats for our elderly in area nursing homes.

When you drove all over WNY to deliver the collections of food, gifts ° 4
and clothing to those who needed it. /
When you collected packages of snack crackers for Sr. Karen’s
Peaceprints Prison Ministry.

Our he
to all of you
who helped them!

- from all qf us at
Family Faith Formation

artfelt thank you

And the King will say to them in reply, “Amen, | say to you,
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did it for me.”
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St. Gregory the Great School News

The Saint Greg's Cougars
were undefeated again in
their division of the
Neumann Catholic Swim
League after a strong
showing in all age groups.
The season culminated with
the championship meet on
November 10, at the SUNY
Buffalo pool with swimmers
from over twenty schools
racing.

The 5™ Grade students had an Advent Retreat with Fr. Paul. The students spent
the morning reflecting on the true meaning of the Season and meditating on how
they prepare themselves during this time.

Christmas Concert EK-

3rd Grade




Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Adam Jarosz: ajarosz(@stgregs.org; Nicole Janecek:
njanecek@stgregs.org; Richard Patti: rpatti@stgregs.org
~ 0688-3578

Middle School: Visit stgregsym.org for more infor-
mation!

Ignite— January 15, 22, 29

Our brand-new 5th and 6th Grade group meets from 6:00-
7:30pm on Tuesdays. Join us for fun, games, faith, and
food! Don’t miss it!

EDGE- January 17, 24, 31

Our amazing 7th and 8th Grade group is back and better
than ever! Join us every Thursday at 6:30pm for a night
full of crazy games, engaging talks, great music and
more! Come and bring a friend!

Ultimate- January 25

Ultimate is open every one in 5-8 Grade! Join us at
7:00pm as middle schoolers take over the ministry center
for a night full of awesome games, great food, and more!
Don’t miss it!

If you have any questions about Middle School Ministry,
feel free to contact Nicole!

Life Teen— January 27

Every Sunday after the 4:30pm Mass, join our amazing
high-school community for a night of food, friends, and
fun! Life Teen offers an engaging way to learn about the
Catholic faith, while managing to have fun at the same
time! All high-schoolers are welcome!

SWAT Team— January 9, 16, 23, 30

Are you looking to delve deeper into your Faith? Do you
want to learn more about prayer and Scripture? Then this
group is for you! Wednesdays at 7:00pm join us for
prayer, discussion and snacks!

Empowered In Christ-January 2

Empowered in Christ is our girls prayer and community
group. We meet once a month at 7:00 pm. This group
offers opportunities for young women to share and learn
about their faith together. All high-school girls welcome!

High School Havoc January 11-12

Attention all high-schoolers! We will be taking over the
Ministry Center all night for a night of awesome games,
tons of food, movies and more! Come and bring a friend!
Grab a permission slip from the youth office or print one
online at stgregsym.org!

March For Life January 17-19

We are going to Washington DC to participate in the
March for Life. This trip includes the march as well as
tours of the city of Washington DC. Transportation will
be by coach bus. Contact Richard if you are interested in
participating!

If you have any questions about High School Ministry,

Youth & Young Adult Ministry
(continued)

Open Young Adult Lineup
Oasis Magazine: Monthly email refresher with good con-

tent to keep you going!

Amped: *NEW? is an ongoing program which builds com-
munity and develops faith for young adults. Meet someone
new, learn something great, and discuss something relevant.
No need to sign up or pay; bring a friend. We’ll gather in the
Café 7:00-8:30pm, check the website for dates.

Mass and Lunch: #YoungAdultWednesdays continue!
Take a break from the school or workday and join for daily
Mass at noon and break bread with us in the Café with some
lunch. If you see a pew of young adults, come sit with us!

College Lineup
College Life: College Life helps fuel college students

through the semester. College Life will gather 7:00-
8:30pm every other Monday in the Café. Come grab some-
thing to eat and seek answers to the biggest questions you’ll
have being a student on campus. Check website for dates.

Exodus 90: Gentleman! Our next session of Exodus 90 is
starting soon. Running January 21 through Easter, we are
gathering a group of men looking for a challenge to grow in
faith. For 90 days, men will learn to persevere, suffer and
depend on God, above all else. Well-documented science
tells us it takes a minimum of 90 days to break addictions
and bad habits. The 90 days of Exodus aids men in begin-
ning anew and preparing them for a life of greater virtue.
Steeped in asceticism by stripping away the distractions of
life and building discipline of faith and body through spiritu-
al and physical exercise, we will journey together through
90 days of growth with the brotherhood. This is a difficult
and rewarding challenge. If you are looking to up the ante in
your life, consider learning more about this by contacting
Adam at 688-5678 ext. 316.

FORMED

The best Catholic Content. All in one place.

St. Gregory the Great Parish code: D7B6CQ
FORMED now has a mobile app! Download it now
in the iOS or Android store!

Enjoy a free subscription to FORMED.org with great mov-
ies, audios, ebooks, Bible studies and more. Go
to www.FORMED.org. Type our parish access code
D7B6CQ in the box. Start watching, listening
and reading. We hope you and your family enjoy this free
subscription and grow in faith with FORMED.

Oplatki Christmas Hosts
Oplatki Christmas Hosts are at all entrances to the
Church. Oplatki is a tradition of sharing bread with your
family during Christmas. Please take one to share with
your family. Free-will offering accepted.
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RAFFLE

St. Gregory the Great School

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11, 2019
6 PM DOORS OPEN
7 PM FIRST SPIN

ST. GREG'S SCHOOL GYM
= = == E— =

TICKETS $8 pp, must be 21.
Reserve a table.

2.

Includes: 2 pizza squares,
unlimited beer, wine, pop and
Door Prize Chance to Win 'Cooler of Meat.

No outside alcohol. Bring snacks. Desserts for sale. Split Clubs and Raffles.
=] =] =] (= e =
Order Form (Checks payable to: St. Greg's HSA)

Submit form and payment to School Office: MEAT RAFFLE.
Paid Tickets will be sent home with youngest child.
Questions: MeatRaffleTime@gmail.com




) Respect Life

v
} Merry Christmas! “And while they were there, the
# | time came for her baby to be born and she gave birth

to her child, a son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.” Luke 2:6-7

The Diocese of Buffalo reaches out to expectant mothers
via:

The St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center: The
center follows the example of St. Gianna Molla in respect-
ing, protecting and cherishing all human life as a precious
gift from God. The center serves life by providing material,
emotional and spiritual support to single mothers and young
families in need, from pregnancy through the first years of
life. Donations of diapers, new/gently used baby items, and
monetary gifts are always needed and much appreciated.
Volunteer opportunities are also available.

The Mother Teresa Home: The pastoral mission of the
Mother Teresa Home is to promote safety, stability and well
-being for people who have experienced or been exposed to
pressure related their pregnancy. The Mother Teresa Home
will achieve this through programs that provide shelter,
community service, and education referral services for all
mothers in need.

If you would like to help either effort, call 847-2205 or go
to www.buffalodiocese.org/pro-life

Dear Lord Jesus...
Child

inspire us to see You in every unborn

Parish Activity Calendar

Sunday, December 23
5:30 pm Youth Ministry Life Teen (MC Gym/Caf¢,/
Basement)

Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25
Wednesday, December 26
7:00 pm Living Nativity (Church/GR 1 & 2)
Thursday, December 27
7:00 pm Living Nativity (Church/GR 1 & 2)
Friday, December 28
6:00 pm American Heritage Girls Troop Meeting
(School Caf/Gym/Library)
Saturday, December 29
12:00 pm Rosary (Church)
Sunday, December 30

kskok

. March for Life Pilgrimage in Washington, DCon |
, January 17-18. Registration is open. Breakfast and Mass !
1 at the Washington Plaza Hotel. Buses will depart on the |
i morning of Thursday, January 17 from various loca- \
, tions. For Washington Plaza Hotel reservation, call 202- |
1 842-1300 or 800-424-1140 by December 17 and men-
. tion: Diocese of Buffalo. Bus deadline date: Friday is :
| December 28 (money non-refundable if payment re- !
1 ceived after December 28). For prices and bus loca- I
. tions, check out our website, under Events, at https:// |
| www.buffalodiocese.org/prolife-events or register at !
: https://www.buffalodiocese.org/marchforlife !
1 1
1 1

ADULT MISSION TRIP - JULY 2019

The smallest little action can explode into a lifetime of
love.

We will be taking a group of adults ages 21 and over to a
Mustard Seed community in Moneague, Jamaica from July
13-20, 2019. If you are interested, please plan on attending
an informational meeting on Saturday, January 5, at 3:00
pm in Gathering Room 1. Can’t make the meeting? Look
for mission trip participants in the vestibules after all
Masses January 5 and 6 or contact Elizabeth Astridge at
stgregsmissiontrip@gmail.com.

Looking to give to a worthy cause this Christmas? Please
consider donating to our Mission Trip Ministry! Go to
www.stgregs.org, click on “donate now” and follow the
link to our Mission Trip Donation page. Thank you for
your generosity!

Follow St. Greg’s on Social Media

Like us on Facebook at St. Gregory the Great
Follow us on Twitter @StGregsBuffalo
Download the St. Greg’s Mobile App.

Search St. Gregory the Great and enjoy

daily spiritual quotes.

skoksk

VIsSIT OUR CATHOLIC STORE FOR...
...Advent Wreaths and Candles, Manger Sets, Art-
work, Statues.

...Great Stocking Stuffers — Prayer cards, novena
books, pocket statues, pocket prayer books, Christmas
ornaments.
...Religious Cards — Boxed religious Christmas cards,
single Thanksgiving and Christmas cards, DaySpring
Cards and Journals.
...Family-Friendly DVDs for all ages — Value orient-
ed movies as well as animated movies for children.
...Books for all ages — Prayer, daily meditation, mis-
sals, Bibles, inspirational reading, books on saints.
...Jewelry — Precious-stone necklaces and bracelets with
antique holy medals, Rosary bracelets, wooden saint
bracelets, rings, sterling silver or pewter patron saint
medals.

Catholic Store—276-6920




Music Ministry

The Children Choir will be singing at the
9:30 am Mass on Tuesday, December 25.

For more information about the various ensembles, please
check the Music Ministry page on the parish website, or
contact Daniel Victoor at 688-5678, ext. 308.

kskok

Marriage Moment
It’s almost here. Perhaps your tradition is to decorate the
tree or open presents on Christmas Eve. Keep the focus on
your love for each other, not on if everything will go right.
Sometimes the best Christmas stories are about fiascos.

Parenting Perspective
December 30 is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph; and often this feast gets lost amidst
the hustle of Christmas. Take 5 minutes today to share
with your family at least one thing that makes your
family holy. Hint: it need not be about saying prayers;
it could be examples of selflessness.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
“The fruit of silence is PRAYER, the fruit
of prayer is FAITH, the fruit of faith is
LOVE, the fruit of love is SERVICE, the
fruit of service is PEACE.” (St. Teresa
of Calcutta)

OUR ADORATION CHAPEL IS THE PLACE
TO FIND COMFORT AND PEACE ESPECIAL-
LY AT THIS TIME. OFFER A HOLY HOUR
BEFORE OUR LORD FOR OUR CATHOLIC
CHURCH. . Please arrange for a substitute if you
will be away during the upcoming Christmas holidays.
Adorers are needed for all times and days. Please
call Kathy at 759-7149 or Barbara at 634-7478 with
a time that is convenient for you, or for more infor-
mation on Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration at St.
Gregory the Great. Thank you for your commitment to
spend one hour each week with Jesus in Adoration.

ook sk

All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate in St
Gregory’s Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship to
be held in the School Gym on Saturday, January 19, at 12:00
pm — 2:00pm.

K of C Free Throw Championship

Participation is free. Contests are by age and gender. Winners
are determined by best of 15 free throws. Participants are re-
quired to furnish date of birth (copy or original birth certifi-
cate/passport/etc.). Competing based on age on January 1,
2019. Parental/guardian consent forms are available at event.

All participants receive recognition. Winners receive special
certificates and patches. Winners are invited to the District

Level Championship (February 9), with an opportunity to keep
advancing all the way to the State Championship.

Questions or requests for parental consent forms can be di-
rected to Jim at 481-0986.

“Do This In Remembrance of Me”
Jesus said these words when He instituted the Eucha-
rist. We are in need of Extraordinary Ministers of Ho-
ly Communion (Eucharistic Ministers). If you have
ever considered becoming an Extraordinary Minister

of Holy Communion, please contact Jo Pierino at the
Parish Office 688-5678. Ext. 301.

GRIEF & Loss BEREAVEMENT MEETING
You are invited to join us for the next Grief & Loss meeting
on Wednesday, January 2, at 6:30 pm in Gathering Room 1.
Our topic is “Who am I Now.” All are welcome - you do
not need to be a parishioner. This presentation will offer
insight on how our God is present to us in the midst of our
pain.

OUT OF PARISH

ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS to be held at the
Carmelite Monastery, 75 Carmel Road in Buffalo, NY.
As in previous years, Mass will be offered in our Chapel at
11:30 pm, December 31, to give thanks to God for all grac-
es of 2018 and to ask His blessings on the year 2019. Rev.
Peter J. Santandreu will be the celebrant.

Roe v Wade Observance Mass will take place on Satur-
day, January 12, at 4:00 pm at Our Lady Help of Christians
Church, 4125 Union Rd., Cheektowaga. During the Mass,
the diocesan Office of Pro-Life Activities will present the
25 Annual Pro-Vita Awards which recognize people who
have labored tirelessly for the pro-life cause. Catholics are
encouraged to participate in a solemn observance of the
Roe v Wade anniversary by placing a candle in the front
window of their homes at sundown on the evening of Janu-
ary 22. The candle serves as a reminder of 50 million un-
born babies who have been aborted since the 1973 Supreme
Court decision.
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Mass Schedule

Saturday, December 22
Vigil Masses
4:00 pm

Mario & Santo Campanella
by Maria Campanella

Philip Pantano by Pam Pantano

Deceased Members of Bucki & Bruch
Families by Carl & Deborah Bucki

5:30 pm

Sunday, December 23 — Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:00 am Rose Hoelscher by Linda & Bill Dohn
9:30 am Charlie Donner by Wife, Teri & Family
11:00 am Eleanor & Chester Lis by Family
Judy Rechan by Les Rechan & Family
12:30 pm DeAnn T. Nicolaio by Parents
David Hayes by Wife & Family
1:30 pm Baptisms
4:30 pm Francis X. Trauffler
by Bill & Kathy Schrameck
Josephine & Alfred Caldiero by Children
Monday, December 24
7:00 am Jennifer Uhl by Ken & Debbie Kistner
8:00 am Rev. David Richards (Living) by Friend
William McLaughlin by DePerio Family
Christmas Vigil Masses
4:00 pm Luke Doctor by Matt & Kelly Doktor
(Church) & Family
4:05 pm Dr. Bernard Kalec by Family
(School)
4:10 pm Michael J. Wrobel (anniv) by Wife, Margaret
(MC)
6:00 pm Robert Faller by Vincent & Lucille LoTempio
(Church)

Christmas Eve
12:00 Midnight Leon & Sophie Biernat by Son,
Fr. Leon Biernat
Frederick Morrison (anniv)
by Wife, Donna Morrison
Margaret Tomani
by Frank & Norma Bellezza
Paul Niedzialowski (anniv) by Family

Tuesday, December 25—Nativity of the Lord

8:00 am Rita K. Bargmann (birth) by Daughter,
Barbara Bargmann
Steve Sacca by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Priore
9:30 am Richard C. & Richard J. Vivacqua
by Louise & Family
11:00 am Gaetano Amabile by Wife, Linda
Peter Schmitt by Maureen Schmitt
12:30 pm Gerri De Lac by Family
Joshua Roetzer by Fran & Elisa Arcuri
Wednesday, December 26
8:00 am Parishioners of St. Gregory’s

Norbert Drzewiecki & Robert Leonard
by Wife, Aurea Leonard

Thursday, December 27
7:00 am Raphael & Sarah de Rosa
by Michelle Bertola
8:00 am Paul Moran by Betty Moran
Michael Koscho by Sam & Shirley Carocci
12:00 pm Billy Hartigan (anniv) by Hartigan Family
Anthony Modicamore (birth) by Family
Friday, December 28
7:00 am John & Joyce Ambrosoli by Estate
8:00 am Patrick Moran by Betty Moran
Donald Henry (anniv) by Family
12:00 pm Michael J. Wrobel (birth) by Wife,
Marggaret
David Wilson by Michael Anastasia
Saturday, December 29
8:00 am Marie Krug by Mary Ann & Walt Weber
Norman Paolini by Ken & Debbie Kistner
Vigil Masses
4:00 pm Jose Cacho by Nigam Family
Michael & Mary Cirelli by Friends
& Family
5:30 pm Rose Hoelscher by Joyce Santora
& Family
Sunday, December 30
8:00 am Sophia Sudyn (anniv)
by Mary Lou Daigler & Family
9:30 am Gloria Mucha by Jim, Teresa
& Nolan Majors
Joan Gugliuzza by Family
11:00 am Phyllis DiGiore by Reppucci Family
Grace Noelle Shick by Melody Tronolone
12:30 pm Nicholas M. Tannrelli
by Dr. & Mrs. Paul Lapoint
Sophia Vastola by Pam & Jack Gray
1:30 pm Baptisms
4:30 pm Amadeo & Mildred Derme and Diane
& Patricia Derme by Son & Brother, Ron

HosT & WINE OFFERING

Richard C. Vivacqua & Richard J. Vivacqua
By Louise Vivacqua
HosT OFFERING
Gary Papa
By Mom, Dad, Ron, Jeff, Greg & Judy
WINE OFFERING

In Memory of Joan M. Gibson
By Sandra & Jim Holland
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Daniel A. Victoor (308); dvictoor@stgregs.org

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
Marisa Piazza (303); MPiazza@stgregs.org

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Adam Jarosz - College & Young Adult (316);
ajarosz(@stgregs.org

Nicole Janecek - Middle School (341);
njanecek@stgregs.org

Richard Patti - High School (338); rpatti@stgregs.org

PARISH NURSE
Lee Zack - (339); lzack@stgregs.org

TRUSTEES
Christie Thein, Thomas Vacanti

SCHOOL OFFICE
250 St. Gregory Court
688-5323 Fax: 688-6629

PRINCIPAL
Julie Gajewski (350); jgajewski@stgregs.org

SCHOOL BOARD - schoolboard@stgregs.org
Fr. Leon J. Biernat, Chairman; Ibiernat@stgregs.org

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION OFFICE
250 St. Gregory Court
688-5760 Fax: 639-8251

DIRECTOR
Joan M. Rischmiller (358); jrischmiller@stgregs.org
* % sk ok k ok k ok k sk %k sk % ok k ok %
Moving In? Moving Out?
Please contact us to register, or inform us of your
departure.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Mass Schedule

SATURDAY: 4:00 pm & 5:30 pm
SUNDAY: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am; 12:30 & 4:30 pm
HOLY DAYS: As listed in the Bulletin.
WEEKDAYS: (Monday-Friday) 7:00, 8:00 & 12:00 noon; (Saturday) 8:00 am only.
For those who are unable to join us, all Masses can be viewed
via the Web at: www.stgregs.org

Cathelic Store & Café
CATHOLIC STORE HOURS (276-6920): Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
9:00 am - 3:00 pm; Wednesday 5:30-7:30 pm; Saturday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm; Sunday 9:00
am - 2:00 pm. Closed Monday.
CAFE HOURS (276-6915): Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 7:30 am - 2:00
pm; Wednesday 5:30-7:30 pm; Saturday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm; Sunday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.
Closed Monday.

Sacraments

BAPTISM

Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday after the 12:30 pm Mass - limit of six babies,
ceremony only. All parents desiring Baptism for their child are asked to attend the Pre-
Baptismal class at least two months prior to the Baptism. The class is held the first Tuesday
of each month, 7:30 pm, in the Ministry Center, Room 2. If you have had another child
baptized within the last three years, you may attend the class or come to the Parish Office
to complete the necessary paperwork. Call Jo at 688-5678 to register.

PENANCE (CONFESSIONS)
First Fridays: 8:30-9:00 am; Saturdays: 2:30-3:45 pm, other times on request.

WEDDINGS

Celebrated on Fridays (5:00 pm and 6:30 pm) and on Saturdays (10:00 am, 12 noon, and
2:00 pm). Either the bride or the groom must be a parishioner.

Marriage Preparation — Engaged couples should call the Parish Office at least six
months before their wedding to make an appointment with a priest.

MINISTRY TO SICK, HOSPITALIZED, AND SHUT-INS

Sick calls and emergencies — anytime day or night. Call 688-5678.

Please call the Parish Office to arrange to receive Holy Communion at home or to report
the hospitalization of a parishioner.

Anointing of the Sick — This Sacrament is administered the first Saturday of each month
immediately following the 5:30 pm Mass.

Prayer and Devotion
PERPETUAL ADORATION
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in our Adoration Chapel 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
New adorers are always welcome. Scheduled adorers commit to one hour a week in front
of the Blessed Sacrament, most often with at least one prayer partner. If you cannot make
your scheduled hour of adoration, please arrange for a substitute. If you require help, call
your hourly captain. For information, call Kathy at 759-7149 or Barbara at 634-7478.

PRAYER

e The Rosary is prayed publicly at the following times:
Monday-Saturday, 8:30 am, Church; Monday-Friday, 12:30 pm, Church;
Saturday 12 noon, Grotto or Church (Rosary For Our Country)

e Pray the Saturday Rosary at your convenience with our recording online,
which can be found at www.stgregs.org/mass-schedule

o Lectio Divina (Word of God) — Wednesdays, 9:00-10:00 am, Gathering Room 2.

Cur Missien

St. Gregory the Great Parish, a large and diverse Faith Community, affirms the
presence of Christ in the Eucharist and among us. We sustain our vitality through shared
experiences of prayer, sacrament, liturgy, and service. We dedicate ourselves to being a
vital part of the Church in the Diocese of Buffalo by maintaining and expanding our:

— Spiritual focus

— Knowledge and understanding of our Faith and our Church

— Spirit of welcome and reconciliation

— Compassion and concern for those in need

— Generous sharing of our God-given talents and resources

~ 10



2600 Sheridan Drive, Tonawanda 83

Calf ins
free co

6- GSDD
1-9000

AMIGONE FUNERAL HOME, INC, Why Pre-Plan?

todav for a
sl leatic .

5200 Sheridan Drive, Amherst 63
HUNT Real Estate ERA

R o

e 8 \Williamsville, NY 14221
Beverly Costanzo
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
cell: (716) 868-9304 - ofc (716) 633-0300
beverly.costanzo@huntrealestate.com
HUNTREALESTATE.COM

Town sVillage

Pediatric care

Ry PEDIATRIOS! for children
and young adults

New Patients Welcome
6044 Main St., Suite 100, Williamsville
Office Hours by appointment 633-6988

ﬁbo
Family Dhental F(

Michael G. Moore, DDS
Ambherst, NY 716.835.1670
moorefamilydentist.com

B Orthodontics

Braces and Invisalign
East Amherst « 716-689-0313

all fora
FREE Consult

e -

. Bevilacqua, Parishioner & School Parent

wliarn
OPERTY SERVICES, INC.

St. Gregory the Great

PRECIOUS PAWS PRESCHOOL

PreK 3 and 4 Year Old Programs
Educationally Enriched, Nurturing Programs

Call 688-5323 for more information

RIGHT PLACE. RIGHT CARE.
Rehab e Skilled Nursing

689-6681
www.elderwood.com

(716) 674-3344
3019 Union Road
Orchard Park, NY 14127

[/ PANGAKE Serving Breakfast
Lunch & Dinner

-
=

" Greg Straus .7

716"
| WNVEEt:;Irﬁstate REALTY

@
716-266-6692

www.716RealtyGroup.com

Gregory Straus Real Estate Broker/Owner « Locally Owned & Operated

|| Tonawanda Pediatrics

3950 E. Robinson Rd. « West Amherst
691-3400

. { Transit Meadow Pediatrics
S

Legarreta Eye Center

Medical-Surgical-Optical 6049 Transit Rd, Suite 101 « E. Amherst

EJDE == BASIL CHEVROLET

$1,000

rrrurt for your

TRADE

Eye Exams/Cataracts/Glaucoma/Dry Eye
Contacts/ Visit our ultimate eyewear shop

Cheektowaga + 668-3030 Lockport + 433-0091
Williamsville + 633-2203 + www.legarretaeyecenter.com

691-4311
Pediatrician on call 24/7/365

www.tonawandapediatrics.com

G83-6800
JOEBASILCHEVROLET.COM

UPGRADE TOD A

=0
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Contact us for details - 800-477-4574

AVAI
FOR A LIMITED TIME

ADVERTISE
YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today!
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206

Gloria Roetzer M.D.

2730 Union Rd
inCheektowaga

Accepting New Patients!
www.trinitypedsbuffalo.com

(716) 332-7377

Timothy J. Lukasiewicz
716-698-3680 e fj.lukasiewicz@kofc.org

Life Insurance * Long-Term Care Insurance

Retirement Annuities * Disability Insurance
Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

~ NETH & SON, INC.

Celebrating Over 40 years
« Roofing in Business
e Windows . 685-3539
Licensed & Insured
www.nethandson.com

i

:J.,\_".f_?.;':-th.[ I"j"ﬂ-

4045 Transit Rd., Williamsville
(716) 634-2000 e davesmithford.net

Parishioner Owned

2

—

i ¥
ﬂmn @ team )
- ,—-‘)
£276-9600

Your Grour HoTEL FOR WEDDINGS,
FAmiLy EVENTS, GETAWAYS, AND CORPORATE EVENTS.

WE'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

» Full Time Pasition with Benefits

« Sales Experienie Preferred

+ Paid Training

* Overnight Trawed Required

L] Bupense Reimbarsement

COMNTACT U AT careersi@dl Picom
v LR comlicareers

—

{5:0)
— z
Banquets ¢ Private Parties
3480 Millersport * 636-1709

Sean & Kim Lillis ~ Parishioners

HARBORTOWN FINANCIAL GROUP

Retirement Planning - Asset Management Platforms

SHELL FaAB
CustoM COUNTERTOPS

“Clearly The Top Choice”

« GRANITE » QUARTZ

« MARBLE « CORIAN « LAMINATE

716-827-3003
www.shellfab.com
2855 CLINTON STREET * WEST SENECA, NY

catholicmatch’
New York

CatholicMateh.com/NY

Caroline Mehta Chung

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
5462 Sheridan Dr. « Williamsville
716-479-4565  Parishioner

'} Made Clean
i THE QUEENOF CLEAN
Y o

Servmg Tonawanda/ Northtowns
; B

W MWD SCAVIOD

Call for a FREE Quote : Call 716-587-2730

www.made-clean.com
Anthony M. Lafornara
DDS FAGD
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Sleep Apnea & Snoring treatment provided|
dcareinap 1 environ-

1660 Hopkins Rd.‘ Getzville, NY
716-689-7713

_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

HEAP can
help heat
your home,

HEAPFhelps.com

National Fuel

Gregory T Mughran Owner
1340 North Forest

at Corvette Plaza, Williamsville

(716) 688-0203

YOUR HOMETOWMN TELE

WBBZ.TV

YWISIOM STATION

Compassionate Care. Proven Results.
W Venous Institute of Buffalo

IDr. Bichael YVasquex, MI¥, Parishioner

FREDDIE’S PLUMBING
SERVICE INC.

Residential Installations and Repairs
Back Up Sump Pump Specialist
Serving WNY Since 1909

(716) 689-8440

8898 Transit Rd.
E. Amherst, NY

Lower Your Real Estate Taxes
Build your New Home in Spaulding Green

F‘}J} Heathwood
N

a ltth extra care . . .a ot more peace ﬂf»r//n/
www.heathwoodassiste living.com

FRED CLABO 631-5513 or 895-3614 | § www.tesmer.com ¢ info@tesmer.com

716-688-0111 Gary Henry, Parishioner

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1019



Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends Pre-Planning * Medicaid Needs ¢ Cremation A Million Questions? One Answer.

THE DIETRICH FUNERAL HOME, INC.
2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226 * 839-2818 * www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

EAT - DRINK - BOWL

SCHAEFER
ELECTRIC, INC.

Commercial & Residential

Licensed - Fullg Insured
Service Changes Our Specialty

689-3839 Brian Schaefer

(Parishioner)

LAW FIRM, PLLC

17 Beresford (t., Ste. 5
Williamsville, NY
716-634-3320

Home of Cosmic Bowling

7850 Transit Rd.
Williamsville, NY

632-3838

[ W Premier Realtor

)

Call Today! @

| SUSAN ALLEN

Licensed Real Estate Agent
i 435-71
Parishioner susan.allen.realtor@gmail.com

BUILDERS, LLC,
WELCOME HOME
716.517.7439 - www.RegencyBuildersLLC.com

When buying or selling Real Estate,
Call

Joe Sorrentino ﬂ

Thee wWame Fow Koos amd Tewae™ 716-568-0355
716-998-5637 Cell Phone
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
St. Greg’s Parishioner since 1991

FAMILY
MEDICAL
PHARMACY

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA FUNERAL HOME

Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

“"Where We Treat You Like Family"
Adjacent to Dash's at Hopkins & Klein

Ph: 568-0800

Michael Rossi, R.Ph - Parishioner
Dennis Galluzzo, R.Ph

Guaranteed
Savings

www.wizardgoesgreen.com

716-694-8524
Heating, Plumbing, &
Air Conditioning
Serving All of WNY
$39 For All Heating, Cooling & Plumbing Service
Calls for All St. Greg’s Parishioners Day or Night

JOSEPH CATUZZA, Usher/Parishioner

Register Now!
Before & After
School Programs
«Homework Help +Academic Programming
«Art, Science, Sports, Snacks
«Day Camp & Summer Camp Programs

www.LE3-Inc.Org - Ellie- 716-430-9322

i T
([ Catholic
) Health

Our Mission:
To reveal the healing love of
Jesus to those in need.

Join our team!
chshuffalo.org/careers

Versus The

W R el

energymarkile.com  (T16) 8321800

LACROSS
MONUMENTS

Specializin% in Bridal

& Formal Wear
636-8710

Rosalia Montagna - Parishioner

MONUMENTS « MARKERS * GRANITE VASES
CEMETERY LETTERING * STATUARY * PLAQUES
GRANITE BENCHES ¢ SHRINES « WALKWAYS

o FirstLicht”

HOME CARE

www.eastbuffalo.firstlighthomecare.com

In-Home Care
For Your Loved One

634-CARE (2273) | ™% . 4 Dohn

For All Your Real Estate Needs.

716-432-1130
Will donate 20% of my
commission to the Parish.

{@> ClarenceEyeCare

Tiffany & Co. « Giorgio Armani « Prada
Coach - Ray Ban - Vera Bradley

8560 Main St. - Williamsville, NY ~ 668-2020

TRESMOND & TRESMOND, LLP

Elder Law and Estate Planning

(716) 858-3115 | law@tresmondlaw.com
Where there is help, there is hope.

424 Main Street, Suite 1908, Buffalo, NY 14202

~ Parishioners ~ Original Parishioner/ Licensed Sales Agent

8600 Roll Road ¢ Clarence Center, NY
We Are Growing! Now Hiring

Experienced Laborers
- Landscapers
- Lawn Cutters
- Hardscapers
- Irrigation Techs
- Small Engine Mechanic
Apply at

com.

2> Patk Creck

= Senior Living If'.nmmunir_r

Assisted Living " Affardabde Memary Care
Inxj;érr'!::;.’]r." Park-fike serring; Amberst State Park
e Beatiful fullsized chapel with
CARE ; r
x| '.nll'l'n.! A i, ML dﬂl’_ﬁrﬂﬂtﬁ

410 I'I|I| Mree ¢ .":'; 1115 |"'.. ?'-.I'I

Jane Mooowski T16-632-3000

BAG-2437 (RIS

Spring Services
- Lawn Maintenance
- Landscape Clean-Up
- Irrigation Service
- Fertilizer Programs
Lawn Rolling - Aeration - Overseeding

Home Remodeling ..
RICO ENTERPRISES

Eucharistic Minister - Our Lady Queen of Martyrs

YOUR COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTER
ROOFING + SIDING + WINDOWS + DOORS + KITCHENS
BATHS +ADDITIONS + GARAGES *GUTTERS + CHIMNEYS
CONCRETE + DRIVEWAYS + PATIOS +*ALL TYPES

FOR QUALITY WORK & HONEST PRICES - CALL RICO

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS

Certain Advice for Uncertain Times
* Personal Financial Planning
* Tax Planning Strategies * IRAs/Mutual Funds
Mark C. Massaro, MBA, CRPC
— Parishioner —
17 Limestone, Suite 8 * Williamsville, NY 14221
Office: 626-6750

Thes Frroass i.'d-r'I_- of
Ameriprise r

Fimandial

FREE ESTIMATES «» 741-8468
Serving all your outdoor landscape needs
www.greenviewteam.com
Ask us about special discounts for our
Saint Gregory’s parishioners

1 & 2 Bedroom
Apartments

55+

Al
Bufffzo Medical Group Apartments
JoAnne L. Cobler, M.D.

Cardiologist & )
716.247.6906 - 2730 N. Forest Rd., Getzville

895-3492 MANY REFERENCES 445-0811
PARISHIONER Buffalo
HOLIDAY Philharmonic
DISCOUNTS Orchestra

Celtic Woman - The Best of Christmas | Nov 27, 7pm

JoAnn Falletta's Classical Christmas
FriDec7, 10:30am | Sat Dec8, 8pm

BPOKids lingle Bell Jam | Sun Dec 9, 230pm

John Morris Russell's Holiday Pops
Dec 13 & 14, 10:30am | Dec 15, 8pm | Dec 16, 230pm

BUY NOW AND SAVE up to 516 per ticket
(transportation and lunch packages avallable,

Call Mike at (716) 262-7815 or

Specialist Specializing in Downsizing Seniors TR -YA W2V i)

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

(New Customers Only) Parishioner www.benchmarkturtlecreek.com email mgiambra@bpo.org for more info
Household Serving WNY Since 1986 - Prompt - Courteous - Family Owned B
Liquidati Attics - Basements - Garages - Storage Units - Hoarders b
Iquidation We Deliver What We Promise! « Free Phone Consultation 4

« www.AndrewEstateService.com

14-1019




